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Inclusive early learning 
environments are places in 
which children, with and 
without disabilities, and 
their families experience a

• sense of belonging, 
• positive social relationships, 
• and development to reach 
their full potential. 
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Inclusive Learning Environments

This Includes Families Too!

Research 

When parents are involved in their child’s early 

childhood program:

• Children experience greater opportunities
• Parents develop knowledge and skills, while also 
building connections and self‐confidence

• Early childhood programs are better able to meet 

the needs of the children, families and the 

community they serve 
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DEC Recommended Practices

Specific outcomes for families of children with 

disabilities include being able to:

• Identify, access, and use formal and informal 

sources of support

• Better know and understand their rights, and 
• Participate in leadership and advocacy skill‐
building, if interested

Video
Families Feel Included in 
the Learning Environment

“…The defining features of 
inclusion that can be used 

to identify high‐quality 
early childhood programs 
and services are access, 

participation, and 
supports.”

‐DEC/NAEYC, 2009
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Access

Educators provide children 
with access to a wide range 
of learning opportunities, 
activities, settings, and 
environments.

Participation

Educators provide children 
with individualized support 
that allow children to 
participate fully in play and 
learning activities with their 
peers and meet 
developmental goals.

Supports

Education staff use 
resources, professional 
development, and trainings 
to support their 
implementation of high‐
quality inclusive practices. 
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Supports 

Education Staff Parents and Families 

Supports for 
Education Staff

• Professional development

• Trainings

• Coursework

• Mentor relationships

• Administrator support

Supports for Parents 
and Families

• Family‐Professional 
Collaboration

• Relationship building
• Active participation
• Builds family and staff 
capacity 
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Initial Conversation with Families

Guest Expert

Dr. Enrica Hampton

Kindering

Early Learning Manager 

Guest Expert

Dr. Enrica Hampton

Kindering

Early Learning Manager 
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Guest Expert

Dr. Enrica Hampton

Kindering

Early Learning Manager 

Role of the Teacher/FCC Provider 

• Provide information to the IFSP Team

• Use observation and prior knowledge of child's 
development to inform decision‐making

• Provide information to the IFSP Team

• Use observation and prior knowledge of child's 
development to inform decision‐making

• Share information on Head Start’s comprehensive 
services

Role of the Teacher/FCC Provider 
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The IFSP Team

• Disabilities Services Coordinator

• Service Coordinator

• Therapists/Specialists

• Teacher or Family Child Care Provider

• Parents and Families

• Implement the IFSP goals

Role of the Teacher/FCC Provider 

• Document children’s growth and development 

Role of the Teacher/FCC Provider 
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Video
IFSP Meeting Process 

5 Key Aspects of Quality Inclusive 
Learning Environments

1. A safe and supportive physical environment 

2. Inviting materials 

3. A predictable schedule and consistent routines 

4. Connecting and communicating with all children 

5. Engaging interactions and meaningful learning 
experiences

5 Key Aspects of Quality Inclusive 
Learning Environments

1. A safe and supportive physical environment 

2. Inviting materials 

3. A predictable schedule and consistent routines 

4. Connecting and communicating with all children 

5. Engaging interactions and meaningful learning 
experiences
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Communicating with 
Children and Families

Communicating with 
Children and Families

• Assign a primary caregiver

• Observe infants closely
• Learn about families 

Communicating with 
Children and Families

• Track opportunities for 
connection with each 
child

34

35

36



7/16/2021

13

Communicating with 
Children and Families

• Ongoing communication

• Education staff feel 
happier and more 
competent

• Keep communication 
bidirectional 

• Builds trust and 
appreciation between 
education staff and 
parents

Communicating with 
Children and Families

• Learn family’s preferred 
method of communication

• Best times of day

• Preferred language

Communicating with 
Children and Families

• Communication journal

• Parents complete during drop 
off

• Teacher responds during the 
day

• Back‐and‐forth 
communication promote 
parent involvement 
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Communicating with 
Children and Families

• “Getting to know you” book
• Describes the infants 
and toddlers in the 
learning environment

• Customizable pages for 
each child/family

• Helps to meet individual 
children’s/families needs

Communicating with 
Children and Families

• Virtual communication

• Video conference calls
• Emails

• Text messages

• Talk with administrators 
about free platforms and 
access for parents 

• Virtual playdates or support 
groups for parents 

Small Changes – Big Impact
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Small Changes – Big Impact

How books:

‐ Connect children to learning opportunities 

‐ Provide advanced vocabulary

‐ Support engagement 

‐ And how you extend learning beyond the book!

BookCASE

My Face Book

By: Star Bright Books

The Five Senses: Sight

By: Ruth Spiro & Irene 
Chan

Babies Around the World

By: Puck & Violet Lemay
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Exploring the BOOKCASE

The Five Senses: Sight

By: Ruth Spiro & Irene 
Chan

All About You

Helpful 
Resources
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• Head Start and Early Head Start staff are 
critical to the continued functioning of 
their communities.

• Find information on vaccine availability for 
Head Start staff on the Early Childhood 
Learning & Knowledge Center (ECLKC)

Question 
& 

Answer 
Time

Save The 
Date

Join us for our next episodes:

May 18, 2021

Supporting Preschool Families Through 
Inclusion
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Get access to more 
webinars and resources

This training was supported by the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) of the United 

States (U.S.) Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance 

award totaling $10,200,000 with 100% funded by ACF. The contents are those of the author(s) 

and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACF/HHS, or the 

U.S. Government. This resource may be duplicated for noncommercial uses without permission. 

Thank You

52

53


	Supporting Infant Toddler Families Through Inclusion
	Inclusion & Belonging
	Inclusion & Belonging
	Webinar Features
	Viewer’s Guide
	Inclusive Learning Environments
	This Includes Families Too!
	Research 
	Research 
	Research 
	Research 
	DEC Recommended Practices
	Video
	Access
	Participation
	Supports
	Supports 
	Supports for Education Staff
	Supports for Parents and Families
	Initial Conversation with Families
	Guest Expert
	Guest Expert
	Guest Expert
	Role of the Teacher/FCC Provider 
	Role of the Teacher/FCC Provider 
	The IFSP Team
	Role of the Teacher/FCC Provider 
	Role of the Teacher/FCC Provider 
	Video
	5 Key Aspects of Quality Inclusive Learning Environments
	5 Key Aspects of Quality Inclusive Learning Environments
	Communicating with Children and Families
	Communicating with Children and Families
	Communicating with Children and Families
	Communicating with Children and Families
	Communicating with Children and Families
	Communicating with Children and Families
	Communicating with Children and Families
	Communicating with Children and Families
	Small Changes –Big Impact
	Small Changes –Big Impact
	BookCASE
	Exploring the BOOKCASE
	All About You
	Helpful Resources
	Question & Answer Time
	Save The Date
	Join us for our next episodes:
	Thank You





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		teacher-time-supporting-it-families-inclusion-slides.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		RGI







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

	RESET: 
	Note about Supporting Infant Toddler Families Through: 
	Note about Inclusion & Belonging: 
	Note about Inclusion & Belonging_1: 
	Note about Webinar Features: 
	Note about Viewer’s Guide: 
	Note about Inclusive early learning environments are places in which children, with and without disabilities, and their families experience a: 
	Note about Inclusive Learning Environments: 
	Note about This Includes Families Too!: 
	Note about Research_1: 
	Note about Research_2: 
	Note about Research: 
	Note about Research_3: 
	Note about DEC Recommended Practices: 
	Note about The defining features of inclusion that can be used to identify high-quality early childhood programs and services are access, participation, and supports: 
	Note about Access: 
	Note about Participation: 
	Note about Supports: 
	Note about Supports_1: 
	Note about Supports for Education Staff: 
	Note about Supports for Parents and Families: 
	Note about Initial Conversation with Families: 
	Note about Guest Expert_1: 
	Note about Guest Expert: 
	Note about Guest Expert_2: 
	Note about Role of the Teacher/FCC Provider_1: 
	Note about The IFSP Team: 
	Note about Role of the Teacher/FCC Provider_2: 
	Note about Role of the Teacher/FCC Provider: 
	Note about Role of the Teacher/FCC Provider_3: 
	Note about Video: 
	Note about Video_1: 
	Note about 5 Key Aspects of Quality Inclusive Learning Environments: 
	Note about 5 Key Aspects of Quality Inclusive Learning Environments_1: 
	Note about Communicating with Children and Families_1: 
	Note about Communicating with Children and Families_2: 
	Note about Communicating with Children and Families_3: 
	Note about Communicating with Children and Families_4: 
	Note about Communicating with Children and Families_5: 
	Note about Communicating with Children and Families_6: 
	Note about Communicating with Children and Families: 
	Note about Communicating with Children and Families_7: 
	Note about Small Changes – Big Impact: 
	Note about Small Changes – Big Impact_1: 
	Note about How books: 
	Note about BookCASE: 
	Note about Exploring the BOOKCASE: 
	Note about All About You: 
	Note about Helpful Resources: 
	Note about Sleeve up 4 Headstart: 
	Note about Question & Answer Time: 
	Note about Save The Date: 
	Note about Get access to more webinars and resources: 
	Note about Thank You: 


