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Welcome!
While you are waiting, 
download resources from 
the resource widget.

Resource List
• Institute Agenda
• Path Handout

Platform Features

Help Slide Deck

Question 
& Answers

FAQs
(English & Spanish)Media Player

Resource List

Certificates of 
Attendance

Closed Captioning

Host Host

Supporting Family Advocacy
January 25, 2022

Brandi Black Thacker Yvette Dominguez
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Learning Objectives

• Explore Family Advocacy from the 
lens of a family leader.
• Review how the PFCE Framework 
supports Family Advocacy.
• Identify strategies that can support 
the components of advocacy and 
leadership in their everyday 
practices.

Presenters

Brandi Black Thacker, 
NCPFCE

Yvette Dominguez, 
NCPFCE

Parent Information Center Co-Presenters

Denise Bouyer,
Director, Inclusive Child 
Care, SPAN Parent 
Advocacy Network

Michelle Lewis
Executive Director
Parent Information 
Center



1/21/22

3

“Behind every child who believes in 
himself is a parent who believed first.”

-Matthew L. Jacobson

Talk and Share-Telling Stories and Experiences

Advocacy through 
the experience and 
expertise of a family
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Head Start Parent, Family, and Community 
Engagement Framework

10

A Coordinated Approach to creating collaborative 
environments 1302.101 (b) (3) 

Disability 
Coordinators

Education Staff

Family Services Staff

Community 
Partners LEA’s/Part 

C/Parent 
Resources Centers

Leaders and 
Managers

Children 
and  

Families

HSPPS 1302.101 (b) (3) The 
full and effective 
participation of all children 
with disabilities, including 
but not limited to children 
eligible for services under 
IDEA, by providing services 
with appropriate facilities, 
program materials, 
curriculum, instruction, 
staffing, supervision, and 
partnerships

Knowledge and Communication is Key
• Access to knowledge and Information on:

• IDEA Rights
• Local Resources and Supports
• Parent to Parent Connections

• Meeting families where they are at
• Identify with families who needs to be included in team 

discussions
• Ask how they want to interact or gather their ideas
• Find out what are the family's priorities, interest and 

aspirations.

• Respect and recognize Parents abilities
• Build Culturally Responsive Partnerships with Parents
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Family Advocate Helpful 
Strategies

What are some strategies that 
has helped you to become the 
advocate you are today?

Strategies for Growing 
Family Advocates
• Meeting Families Where They 

Are At Including
• Convenient meeting times 

for families, 
• Clear Communication
• Jargon Free Information
• Focus on family aspirations 
• Listen to Families
• Reflect with families what is 

important to them and what 
changes they want to see 

Strategies for Advocacy
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Benefits of Advocacy

• Influence Children’s Learning, 
• positive role models to others, and 
• driving force for creating change.

Questions 
and Answers

Resources
• PFCE Framework
• Families as Advocates and Leaders
• Head Start Program Performance Standards
• Families are Full Team Members Checklist: Informed Family Decision-

Making Practices Checklist
• Enhancing Parent Advocacy and Leadership Skills- A guide for Head Start 

Staff and Early Head Start Staff: Helping Families Be Full team members
• Advocacy and Leadership-Tips for Families Making Time for Leadership
• Advocacy and Leadership Tips for Families: Everyday Leadership Skills
• Parent, Family, and Community Engagement Simulation: Boosting School 

Readiness through Effective Family Engagement Series
• Center for Parent Information and Resources
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https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/mypeers

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/

Thank You!

Reminders
• PATH planning session 
• OnDemand resources 
• Recordings available in 24hrs
• Certificate and evaluation
• Share your inclusion stories at 
#HeadStartInclusion

For more information contact: 

ecdtl@ecetta.info
(Toll-free 1-844-261-3752)

mailto:ecdtl@ecetta.info
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/mypeers
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/
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