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Here s what we re doing 
today: 

Session 
Agenda 

1. Introduce Planned Language Approach
resources that guide effective practices 
for teaching children who are DLLs

2. Take a closer look at language and
culture by reviewing recent research 
findings

3. Identify ways to use valuable resources 
from Planned Language Approach and
the Dual Language Learners Program
Assessment in your work.
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Session 
Objectives 

At the end of this 
presentation, you should 
be able to: 

• Describe effective teaching
strategies and environments to
support children who are learning
in two or more languages in all
birth‐5 settings, including homes

• Identify related Planned Language
Approach resources

• Understand items in section 5 of
the Dual Language Learners
Program Assessment, Teaching
and the Learning Environment
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• Child‐focused learning 
experiences 

• Promote parents’ abilities to
support their child’s development 
and learning

• Promote the home as a learning 
environment

Teaching and the Learning Environment Includes… 

• Effective teaching practices 
• Well‐organized learning 
environments

• Materials and space for learning 
• Promoting learning through 
approaches to rest, meals,
routines, and physical activity 
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Teaching and Learning in Home‐Based Programs
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Dual Language
Learner (DLL) 

Definition 

“Dual  language  learner (DLL)  
means  a  child  who  is  
acquiring  two  or  more  
languages  at  the  same  time,  
or  a  child  who  is  learning  a  
second  language  while  
continuing  to  develop  their  
first  language.” 
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Effective Teaching Practices for Dual Language Learners 

• Help children comprehend and
communicate in home language and 
English

• Recognize bilingualism and biliteracy 
as strengths

• Include steps to support the
development of the home language 
for dual language learners

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/policy/45‐cfr‐chap‐xiii/1302‐31‐teaching‐learning‐environment 

Dual Language Learners Program Assessment 

The DLLPA helps Head Start, child 
care, and pre‐K programs assess 
systems and services for children 
who are dual language learners 
(DLLs) and their families. It also 
integrates culturally and 
linguistically responsive practices 
for all. 

Link to the DLLPA: https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/culture‐language/guide‐dual‐language‐learners‐program‐assessment‐
dllpa/download‐dllpa 
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https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/policy/45-cfr-chap-xiii/1302-31-teaching-learning-environment
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/culture%E2%80%90language/guide%E2%80%90dual%E2%80%90language%E2%80%90learners%E2%80%90program%E2%80%90assessment%E2%80%90dllpa/download%E2%80%90dllpa
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Poll: Have you used the DLLPA in you work? 
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A) I have not heard of this resource 
B) I have heard of it, but I have not used it
C) I have used this resource 
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DLLPA and the Planned Language Approach 

DLLPA: Teaching and the Learning Environment 
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DLLPA Section 5: Resource List 

Home Language Support 

Strategies that Support DLLs 
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Tip Sheets 

PLA Supports Can Happen at Home 

• Families need resources 

• Families are educational 
partners

• Families have different 
communication needs

DLLs: Considerations and Strategies for Home Visitors 

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/dual‐language‐learners‐considerations‐strategies‐home‐visitors 
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https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/dual%E2%80%90language%E2%80%90learners%E2%80%90considerations%E2%80%90strategies%E2%80%90home%E2%80%90visitors
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Organizing Learning Experiences 

Provide hands‐on 
materials and extra time 
when planning learning 
experiences to build 
conceptual connections 
and vocabulary 
connections. 

Select and use culturally 
appropriate children’s books 

Supporting  Home  Languages  Through  Books 

Select and use culturally 
appropriate children’s books 

Supporting  Home  Languages  Through  Books 
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Including Children’s Home Languages and Cultures… 
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…when you don’t speak 
children’s home languages: 
• Learn survival words! 
• Invite families and other
speakers of the home
languages to actively use 
their languages.

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/culture-language/article/ready-dll-mobile-app 
8 
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CLR  Express  Checkout  Worksheet 

FOUR  EASY  STEPS 

1. Establish the audience and the purpose 
2. Ensure reviewers 

a. Represent diverse perspectives
b. Are up on the latest research

3. Evaluate each resource with the 
worksheet

4. Embrace the resource 

Taking a Closer Look at 
Language and Culture 
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https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/culture-language/article/ready-dll-mobile-app
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American  Indian  and  Alaska  (AI/AN)  Native  Head
Start  Family  and  Child  Experiences  Survey  (FACES)  2015

• Addresses  6  questions  around:
Native language experiences AIAN children in 
Region XI Head Start have at home and in their 
community 

Native cultural experiences AI/AN children in Region 
XI Head Start have at home and in their community 

• Used parent survey data for AIAN children 
only

AI/AN FACES Select Findings 2015 
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Cultural Items and Language Use (CILU) Checklist 

Cultural  Considerations  from  a  Distance 

• Reflect on your own culture 

• Identify meaningful items you use 
and enjoy

• Brainstorm with colleagues and 
families

Select Findings from the Migrant and Seasonal Head 
Start Study 2017 

Book  Reading:  An  average  of  2.9  books  were  read  in  81%  of  infant/younger  
toddler  classrooms;  2.2  books  were  read  in  83%  of  preschool  classrooms. 

Singing:  Average  number  of  songs  sung  during  the  observation  ranged  from  5  
to  9  songs. 
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Select Findings from the Migrant and Seasonal Head 
Start Study 2017 
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Language Use: Lead teachers often used some combination of English and 
Spanish in the classroom. 

Cultural Items: Multilingual books were the most likely items to be present 
and used. 
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In the Q & A box, share the following… 

How are you using cultural items in your programs? Or, 
how might you encourage families to use their own 

cultural items at home? 

Additional Resources 
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Connecting  Research  to  Practice:  Tips  for  Working  with  
Infants,  Toddlers,  and  Their  Families 

• Brilliant  Bilingual  Babies
• Read  It  Again:   Benefits  of  Reading  to  

Young  Children  

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/teaching‐practices/article/connecting‐research‐practice‐tips‐
working‐infants‐toddlers‐their 

Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Practices (CLRP) on MyPeers 

Keep the conversation going… 

Share ideas, questions, 
and resources on the 
CLRP Community on 

MyPeers! 

http://www.123formbuilder.com/ 
form‐2230355/My‐Peers 

iPD Course: Spring Into Practice! 
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https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/teaching%E2%80%90practices/article/connecting%E2%80%90research%E2%80%90practice%E2%80%90tips%E2%80%90working%E2%80%90infants%E2%80%90toddlers%E2%80%90their
http://www.123formbuilder.com/%20form%E2%80%902230355/My%E2%80%90Peers
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Professional Learning Guides 

COMING SOON TO ECLKC! 

Mark Your Calendars! 

• July 16, 2020: PLA Webinar, Updating
Classroom Language Models in a Planned 
Language Approach

Mindfulness Activity 

Loving kindness meditation 

For one minute, repeat “May I be happy, may I be well, may I be filled with kindness and 
peace.” You can substitute “you” for “I” and think of someone you know and like, or just send 
love to all people. 

Photo by Dingzeyu Li on Unsplash 
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Thank  You! 
For  more  information,  contact: 

ecdtl@ecetta.info 
or call (toll‐free) 1‐844‐261‐3752 
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