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Welcome

Dr. Deborah Bergeron Amanda Bryans Jamie Sheehan Allyson Dean



Session
Objectives

• The Office of Head Start’s commitment 
to high quality instructional supports 
for all children

• Resources to help you focus on and 
improve the instructional supports and 
interactions in your programs

• Strategies for using these key resources 
with education staff

Share with 
national Head 
Start audience:



OHS Commitment to 
High Quality 
Instructional Supports



National Grantee-Level Scores 2018

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/data-ongoing-monitoring/article/national-overview-grantee-class-scores-2018


National Statistics by Domain 

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/data-ongoing-monitoring/article/national-overview-grantee-class-scores-2018


Instructional Support 

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/data-ongoing-monitoring/article/national-overview-grantee-class-scores-2018


https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/data-ongoing-monitoring/article/national-overview-grantee-class-scores-2018


Why is Concept Development Challenging?

• Promoting children’s higher order 
thinking skills doesn’t always come 
naturally and requires planning



Observe
What do you see / hear?
How do they sound / smell?
How are they the same?
How are they different?
What happens when you try?
You seem curious about...

Question
What are you curious about?
What do you want to know?
Are you wondering if…?

Predict
What do you think will happen?
What are your predictions?
Why do you think that?
How could we find out?Explore

Let’s investigate!
What do you notice?
What is changing?
What did you try?
What do you think will 

happen next?
Let’s draw what we see.

Reflect
What were your predictions?
What happened?
What did you notice?
Why do you think that happened?
What could we investigate next?

Questions to Encourage Inquiry and Problem Solving



Why is Concept Development Challenging?

Boosting concept development 
requires integration throughout the 
day and across learning experiences to 
help children make connections



Supporting Integration: Curriculum

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/finding-opportunities-concept-developement.pdf


Instructional Support and Science: STEAM iPDF

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/steam-ipdf.pdf

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/steam-ipdf.pdf


Supporting Learning Across Domains

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/interactive-head-start-early-learning-outcomes-framework-ages-birth-five


Live Q & A

What are your 
questions?



Why is Concept Development Challenging?

• Engaging in high level back and 
forth interactions and conversation 
takes time



Identifying Effective Instructional Practices 

• Imitation and Symbolic 
Representation and play

• Counting and Cardinality

• Operations and Algebraic Thinking

• Measurement

• Geometry and Spatial Sense

• Scientific Inquiry

• And More!

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/school-readiness/effective-practice-guides/introduction

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/school-readiness/effective-practice-guides/introduction


 

Identifying Effective Instructional Practices 

• Using the Scientific Method

• STEAM

• Math: Number Recognition  

and Subitizing 

• Fostering Children’s Thinking Skills

• Making Learning Meaningful

• Materials Adaptation

• Adult Support and more!

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/teaching-
practices/article/engaging-interactions-
environments

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/teaching-practices/article/engaging-interactions-environments


Crosswalk

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/no-search/class-crosswalk-legal.pdf


POLL

Rate your familiarity with the 15-
minute In-Service Suites:

• I am not familiar with these resources

• I know about the suites but have not 
used them in my work

• I have used the in-service suites in my 
work with staff 





Other Resources on 
Instructional Supports 
and Interactions 



Identifying Effective Instructional Practices

• Preschool Math Ideas: Hiding in Plain Sight

• Learning by Building: Engineering for Preschool Children

• Beyond Sink and Float: Science for Preschool Children 

• More than Fun and Games: Digital Technologies and Children’s Learning

• Take it Outside! Adventures in Nature with STEAM

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/school-readiness/teacher-time-series/preschool-series

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/school-readiness/teacher-time-series/preschool-series


Instructional Supports for Children Who Are DLLs 

Topics
• Understanding First and Second Language Development to Inform High Quality 

Instructional Interactions

• Intentional Language Support in the Preschool Classroom

• Elevating the Role of Cultural Responsiveness in Effective Teaching Practices

When:
• 1st Thursday: February, April, and September at 3pm ET

Register Here:
• https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/2065009/6DFAE6BD91AFA6254E6092C351B2109E/620313

https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/2065009/6DFAE6BD91AFA6254E6092C351B2109E/620313


School Readiness

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/school-readiness/article/math-learning-trajectories




https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/professional-development/article/head-start-coaching-companion


Live Q & A

What are your 
questions?



https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/teaching-practices/article/promoting-adult-child-interactions-support-higher-order-thinking

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/teaching-practices/article/promoting-adult-child-interactions-support-higher-order-thinking


Thank you!

Please complete the 
evaluation:
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