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Webinar  Features:  Computer 
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Session 
Objectives 

At  the  end  of  this  
presentation,  you  should  
be  able  to: 

 

         
         

 

         
       

       
           

           
       

• Understand the role of culturally 
relevant materials and practices in 
instructional interactions 

• Identify strategies for infusing authentic 
cultural supports in learning activities 

• Effectively use culturally relevant 
materials and books to relate concepts 
to children’s actual lives and make 
connections to children’s prior 
knowledge 
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Dual  Language  Learner: 
“A  child  who  is  acquiring  two  or  more  languages  at  the  same  time,  or  a  child  who  is

learning  a  second  language  while  continuing  to  develop  their  first  language.  
                     

                     
                       

    ”

The term "dual language learner" may encompass or overlap substantially with 
other terms frequently used, such as bilingual, English language learner (ELL), 

Limited English Proficient (LEP), English learner, and children who speak a Language 
Other Than English."

Three  Part  Webinar  Series 

“A program must deliver 

developmentally, culturally, and 

linguistically appropriate learning 

experiences in language, literacy, 

mathematics, social and 

emotional functioning, 

approaches to learning, science, 

physical skills, and creative arts.” 

Subpart C—Education and Child Development 
Program Services, Purpose, 45 CFR § 1302.30 
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What  does  “culture”  mean  to  you? 

What  does  “culture”  mean  to  children? 

   

                 
                 

                       
                     

             
                   

   

               

Researchers Define Culture 

“… culture influences not only children’s personal preferences and 
behaviors but also how they think, feel, and learn. 
Instead of seeing culture as an external influence on children, it is 
viewed as a process in which children use cultural “tools” or 
“artifacts” (values, symbols, objects, technologies, words, norms, 
traditions, schemas, scripts, and practices) to make meaning of 
their daily experiences. 
Culture and the development of cognition are therefore inseparable."

Reid, J.L., Scott‐Little, C., & Kagan, S. L. (2019). 
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Principle  #1 

“Every  individual  is  rooted  in  

culture.”  
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Dual  Language  Learners  Program  Assessment 

Equality,  Equity,  and  Removing  Barriers  
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Consider  developmental,  cultural,  and  
linguistic  appropriateness 

Key  NAEYC  Recommendations 

Multicultural  Principles 

Use  questions  at  the  end  of  each  
principle  to  spark  conversation. 

Consider  your  own  biases 
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Involve  children,  families,  and  the  community 

Use authentic assessments

Focus  on  strengths 
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Video:   What  Did  You  Say? 

Key  messages 

         
     

         
           

       
       
   

Children learn by connecting new 
knowledge to existing knowledge 

Each child’s existing knowledge is 
rooted in their home and cultural 

experiences 

Culturally responsive materials and 
activities support connections 
better than unfamiliar materials 

Key  messages 

             

           
             

           
             

       

Every child has unique home and cultural 
experiences 

Honoring aspects of each child’s culture 
supports their unique identity and sense of self 

When children learn in environments that 
recognize and support them as individuals, they 

are better prepared to learn 
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Key  Messages 

Materials  and  activities  that  

remind  them  of  home  and  

culture  helps  children  feel  safe  

and  welcomed. 

22 

Connecting Key 
Messages to Children’s 

Development and
Learning 

Choices  to  support  social  and  emotional  development 

Materials  

Songs/Stories 

Images 
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Promoting higher‐order thinking

Cultural  backgrounds  influence  how  
children  learn  and  express  learning 

Familiar  items  
• support  comprehension  in  both  
languages 

• help  children  connect  to  their  prior  
learning 

Children  learn  best  from  models  they  
find  relatable 

Addressing  similarities  and  differences  among  cultures  and  languages  

will  prepare  children  to  grow  up  as  citizens  of  the  world 

Developing  global  citizens 

Infusing  authentic  
cultural  supports 
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DLLs  Have  Unique  Needs  for  1st and  2nd Language  Support 

Support home  language  
intentionally to  help  children: 

Support English  language  
intentionally to  help  children: 

Express  what  they  know  and  can  do 

Comprehend  content  across  all  
learning  domains 

Build  learning  connections 

Be  an  active  observer 

Use  scaffolding  strategically 

Provide  children  with  time 

Encourage  curiosity  &  questioning 

Help  children  explore  their  questions 

Engage  children  in  conversations 

Intentional  Use  of  Cultural  Connections 
Strategy  example:  Language  and  Literacy  learning  opportunities 
Domain Strategies 

Social  and  emotional  
development 

Use  English  and  continue  to  develop  the  home  
language,  demonstrating  respect  for  families’  cultures  
and  valuing  children’s  identities 

Higher‐order  thinking Engage  in  many  one‐on‐one  conversations  with  
multiple  back‐and‐forth  exchanges  using  visual  
supports 

Global  perspectives Invite  families  to  help  choose  and  lead  language  and  
literacy  activities,  such  as  reading  or  telling stories 
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Intentional  Use  of  Cultural  Connections 

Strategy  example: story  illustrations 

See  them  through  the  child's  eyes 
• Do  they  reflect  my experience? 
• Do  they  include  people  who  look  
like  me? 

• Do  they  help  me  understand  the  
story? 
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Intentional  Use  of  Cultural  Connections 

Intentional  Use  of  Cultural  Connections 
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Intentional  Use  of  Cultural  Connections 

PLA  Tip  Sheets 

Organized  in  three  columns: 
• What  can  I  do? 
• What  are  some 
examples? 
• Why  should  I  do  it? 

Additional  Resources 

More  specific  details  in  
these  resources 
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Cultural  Backgrounder  Resources 

Staff  Self‐Reflection 
Team  Planning 

Making  it  Work 

Implementing  Cultural  
Experiences  in  American  
Indian  and  Alaskan  Native  
Early  Learning  Settings  for  
Children  Ages  Birth  to  Five 

Cultural Perspectives in Caregiving: 

Applying Relationship‐Based Practices 
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Which  strategies  from  today’s  

webinar  will  you  actively  

share  with  colleagues? 
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Thank  you!  

43 

Please  don’t  forget  your  
evaluations 
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