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Learning 
Objectives

• Reflect on the key ERSEA moments 
in Head Start history and how they 
can inspire our work moving 
forward

• Examine how the PFCE Framework 
and Management Systems Wheel 
(MSW) can be used together to 
guide ERSEA practices

• Define ERSEA and explore how each 
letter is embedded in program 
systems for and with families
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Key ERSEA 
Moments in Head 

Start History

1964: War on Poverty

On January 8, President Lyndon 
Johnson takes up the cause of 
building a “Great Society” by 
declaring “War on Poverty” in 
his first State of the Union 
Address. 
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1966: How to Apply for Head Start

The application requires descriptions of 
the Policy Advisory committee, the use 
of Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act funds; Mobilizing Community 
Resources; Maintenance of local anti-
poverty efforts; administrative staff; 
health services, social services, and 
psychological services programs; fiscal 
responsibility and reports; and program 
quality improvement.
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1969: Migrant Head Start

The Migrant Head Start program is 
begun to ensure that farmworker 
families and their children can 
enjoy the same advantages made 
available to other low-income 
children through Head Start. 
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1972: Services to Children with Disabilities

Congress amends the Economic 
Opportunity Act, calling to expand 
Head Start program opportunities 
for children with disabilities. The 
legislation mandates that at least 
10 percent of Head Start’s 
national enrollment consists of 
children with disabilities. 
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1987: McKinney-Vento Act

Congress passes the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act 
(renamed in 1990), that requires 
educational and social services for 
families experiencing 
homelessness. Head Start and 
Early Head Start programs use the 
definition of homelessness in the 
Act to automatically enroll eligible 
children. 
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1992: Services to Homeless Children

Local Head Start programs are 
encouraged to target for 
enrollment those families with 
preschool-aged children 
experiencing homelessness (in 
ACF-IM-92-12). 
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1994: Early Head Start 

Congress passes landmark Head 
Start reauthorization. The most 
groundbreaking provision was the 
creation of Early Head Start, 
establishing services for pregnant 
women, infants, and toddlers. 
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President Bush plays with children in a jungle gym at the Emily Harris Head Start Center 
in Catonsville. Maryland. OV21/1992. 
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1995: Fatherhood Initiatives

The federal Fatherhood Initiative 
brings several key government 
agencies together to evaluate the 
role of fathers in national policies 
and programs. 
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If This, 
Then That
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“. . . collectively, we can be more insightful, more 
intelligent than we can possibly be individually.”

–Peter Senge, The Fifth Discipline, p.221

Systems Message
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ERSEA and Management Systems
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Summary 

• We have the tools we need to 
move forward together.

• We all benefit when we build 
from our systems and services 
with families at the forefront.  

• We have faced obstacles with 
kindness, compassion, 
perseverance, and each other 
from the beginning. 

• Together, we will keep this 
tradition and our legacy alive. 
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