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National  Research  Update  on  
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Language  Learners  from  Leading  
Research  Experts 
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Webinar  Features 

Session 
Objectives 

At  the  end  of  this  
presentation,  you  should  
be  able  to: 

• 

 

 

Identify  how  the  latest  research  on 
supporting  children  who  are  dual  language 
learners  (DLLs)  can  be  translated  to 
practice

• Connect  strategies  to  support  dual 
language  learners  to  the  Planned  Language 
Approach  (PLA) and  the  Dual  Language 
Learners  Program  Assessment  (DLLPA)

• Explore  resources  based  on  the  latest 
research  to  support  best  practice
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Dual Language
Learner (DLL) 

Nat ional Research Updated 

Dual  language  learner (DLL)  means  a  
child  who  is  acquiring  two  or  more  
languages  at  the  same  time,  or  a  child  
who  is  learning  a  second  language  while  
continuing  to  develop  their  first  
language.  The  term  "dual  language  
learner"  may  encompass  or  overlap  
substantially  with  other  terms  frequently  
used,  such  as  bilingual,  English  language  
learner  (ELL),  Limited  English  Proficient  
(LEP),  English  learner,  and  children  who  
speak  a  Language  Other  Than  English. 

Head Start Program 
Performance 
Standards 

…For  dual  language  learners,  a  program  must 
recognize  bilingualism  and  biliteracy  as  
strengths  and  implement  research‐based  
teaching  practices  that  support  their  
development… 
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Language,  Culture,  Identity  

Every  child  has  diverse  
strengths  rooted  in  their 

family's  culture,  
background,  language,  

and  beliefs. 
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DLL  Expert  Workgroup 

3 

8 

DLL Expert Workgroup 

Key  Takeaways:  (1)  Importance  of  Intentional  Language  Support  

• 

 

Young  children  can  easily  learn  more  than  one  language,  but  they  need  adult  
support. 

• Supporting  dual  language  development  requires  dedicated  planning  time, 
staff  expertise,  and  carefully  built  educational  and  environmental  supports. 
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Embody Culturally 
and Linguistically 

Responsive Practices 
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Key  Takeaways:  (2)  Embody  Culturally  and  Linguistically  Responsive  Practice 

• 

 

Children  learn  best  in  environments  where  they  feel  comfortable,  accepted  
and  safe.  

• Our  actions  and  words  signal  who  is  welcome  and  who  is  an  ‘outsider.’  As 
adults  who  work  with  children  who  are  DLLs,  it  is  important  to  adapt  and  
change  environments  to  make  them  more  comfortable  for  each  child.  
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Key  Takeaways:  (3)  Build  Partnerships  With  Families 

• Children  learn  best  when  they  can  connect  what  they  are  learning  at  home,  
to  what  they  are  learning  away  from  home.  

• Partnering  with  families  is  the  only  way  to  learn  about  each  child’s  
background,  strengths,  and  interests.  Research  indicates  that  family 
engagement  supports  key  school  readiness  skills  including  early  literacy  and  
social  skills. 

Expert  Workgroup:  Key  Takeaways 
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Introducing:  Dr.  Sarah  Garrity 

Sarah Garrity, EdD 
Associate Professor 

San Diego State University 
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Sarah  Garrity,  Ed.D. 

Research  Highlight 

• Head  Start  teachers’  beliefs  about  language  use  with  DLLs 

• 

 

Teachers  (2)  had  very  different  beliefs  about  language  use,  despite  coming  
from  very  similar  ethnic  and  linguistic  backgrounds,  and  beliefs  were 
translated  into  classroom  practice.

• Teacher  beliefs  were  grounded  in  teachers’  experiences  as  members  of 
cultural  communities.
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Research Highlight 

• Examining  beliefs  of  Head  Start  educators  about 
bilingualism,  bilingual  education,  and  dual  language 
development:

40% somewhat/strongly agreed that: 
We live in the United States, so English 
should be the main language taught to children. 

ARB9 

From  Research  to  Practice:  Two  Key  Messages 
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1. Professional  development  and  teacher  preparation  programs  should 
highlight  connections  between  race,  language,  and  power  in  education  
and  encourage  critical  thinking  and  self‐reflection.

2. 

Initiatives  in  California  to  Support  DLLs/ELs 

• 
 

 

Proposition  58 
• State  Seal  of  Biliteracy 
• English  Learner  Roadmap ‐ California  Department  of  Education 
• Preschool  Learning  Foundations  Volume  1;  Preschool  English  Learner  Guide 
• FIRST  5CALIFORNIA  DUAL  LANGUAGE  LEARNER  PILOTSTUDY 
• DLL  Professional  Development  Funding 

• 

 
 

 
 

One-time  $ 5 million allocation in the 2018 California state budget to provide educators with 
professional development specific to Dual Language Learners (DLLs). 

• Train more  early  educators and caregivers to effectively  support DLLs and their families, 
• Strengthen and expand the current DLL-specific training infrastructure in California, including online 

options, 
• Increase DLL-specific higher education coursework, and 
• Promote a birth to third grade professional development model for teachers serving DLLs and 

English Learners 
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ARB9 Sarah, Our FPOs has asked that is possible, you can provide some
additional content related to the new policy to support english
learners in CA 
Amelia R Bachleda, 2/7/2020 
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Introducing:  Dr.  Lisa  Lopez 

Lisa Lopez, PhD 
Associate Professor 

University of South Florida 

Research  Highlight 

Engaging  children  who  are  DLLs  in  discourse
(i.e.,  asking  questions  or  sustained 
conversations) during  the  preschool  day  is 
positively  related  to  children’s  short  and 
long‐term  English  vocabulary  and  math  skills

 Teacher‐directed instruction is negatively 
related to math skills

Research Highlight 

Language  interactions  are  mostly  occurring  during: 

Whole  group Center  /  Free  choice  

7 
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Research Highlight 

Whole  group  is  mostly  
teacher‐directed  with  
limited  interaction. 

Research Highlight 

Center/free  choice  is  
mostly  student  led  

+  
sustained  

conversations. 

From  Research  to  Practice:  Two  Key  Messages 

1. Teachers must engage DLLs in
conversations to help develop their
language and math skills.

2. DLLs need to work with teachers
and other children in small‐groups
and during free‐choice/ center
time.
 Limit whole group time for DLLs 
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Q&A  with  Dr.  Lopez  and  Dr.  Garrity 

Connecting  Research  to  the  PLA  and  the  DLL  PA 

Resources to Support 
Your Work  

Nat ional Research Updates 
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Ready  DLL  App 
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iPD Course:  Spring  Into  Practice!  

Professional  Learning  Guides  

COMING  SOON  TO  ECLKC! 

1 0
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Keep  the  conversation  going… 

Share  ideas,  questions,  
and  resources  on  the  
CLRP  Community  on  

MyPeers! 

http://www.123formbuilder.com/ 
form‐2230355/My‐Peers 

Culturally  and  Linguistically  Responsive  Practices  (CLRP)  on  MyPeers 

30 

http://www.123formbuilder.com/form%E2%80%902230355/My%E2%80%90Peers
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Dual  Language  Learners  Program  Assessment 

Link  to  the  DLLPA:  https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/culture‐language/guide‐dual‐language‐learners‐program‐assessment‐
dllpa/download‐dllpa 

Special  Considerations:  Developmental  Screening  of  Children  Ages  Birth  to  5  Who  Are  Dual  Language  Learners  (DLLs):  
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/program‐planning/article/head‐start‐tip‐sheets‐grantee‐planning 

The  DLLPA  helps  Head  Start,  child  
care,  and  pre‐K  programs  assess  
systems  and  services  for  children  
who  are  Dual  Language  Learners  
(DLLs)  and  their  families.  It  also  
integrates  culturally  and  
linguistically  responsive  practices  
for  all.  

Strategies  that  Support  DLLs 

Mark  Your  Calendars! 

• May 21, 2020: PLA Webinar, Implementing 
Responsive Care, Effective Teaching, and
an Organized Learning Environment for 
Children who are DLLs

• July 16, 2020: PLA Webinar, Updating
Classroom Language Models in a Planned 
Language Approach

1 1
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https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/culture%E2%80%90language/guide%E2%80%90dual%E2%80%90language%E2%80%90learners%E2%80%90program%E2%80%90assessment%E2%80%90dllpa/download%E2%80%90dllpa
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/program%E2%80%90planning/article/head%E2%80%90start%E2%80%90tip%E2%80%90sheets%E2%80%90grantee%E2%80%90planning
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Thank  You! 
For more information, contact: 

ecdtl@ecetta.info 
or call (toll‐free) 1‐844‐261‐3752 

Please complete our Survey! 

1 2
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