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Chapter 3: Response

What Is the Appropriate Response? 
Standard Response Plan Chart
Use this diagram to help determine your response for different types of emergencies. 

Emergency is declared.

Implement your plan of action.

Type of Emergency

Landslide Tornado Earthquake Bomb  
Threat

Intruder/ 
Hostage

Evacuate: 
if facility is 

at risk 

Shelter in 
place if threat 
is outside the 

facility and 
evacuation is 

impossible 

Shelter in 
place 

Shelter in 
place: 
“Drop, 

Cover, & 
Hold On”

Evacuate 
if it is safe 
to exit the 
building

If you 
cannot 

evacuate, 
lock down

Evacuate 
if it is  

safe to  
do so

If you 
cannot 

evacuate, 
lock down 

Communicate with staff and activate emergency-response plan

Evacuate: 

Gather the children and 
emergency kit and leave a 

dangerous situation

Shelter in place: 

Gather children in the 
safest location to separate 

yourself from hazardous 
outdoor atmosphere 

Lockdown: 

Gather children in the safest 
area of room, away from any 

windows or doors, turn off the 
lights, and lock doors, to block 
entry to a facility or office suite
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