
The Making It Work Cycle

CONNECTING TRADITIONAL 
CULTURAL SKILLS, VALUES, BELIEFS, 

AND LIFEWAYS TO EARLY 
DEVELOPMENT AND SCHOOL 

READINESS GOALS

STEP 1

Connect your cultural 
lifeway to tribal and/or 

state early learning 
guidelines (ELGs), HSELOF, 
and your school readiness 

goals in
Making the Connection.

Determine the cultural skills 
that support the early 

development and school 
readiness goals.

STEP 2

Write your cultural skills 
that are aligned to tribal 

and/or state ELGs, HSELOF, 
and school readiness goals 

into 
Making It Happen. 

Plan activities that teach 
the cultural skill(s), values, 
beliefs, or lifeway(s), and 

goal(s) you selected.

Choose activities to 
engage families and 
community members.

Choose how to document 
and assess progress in the 

selected cultural skills.

STEP 3

Identify each child’s 
interests to his or her 

needs in Making It Real. 
Choose activities from 

Making It Happen that align 
with your assessment to 
individualize for each 

child.

Teach the activities 
you have chosen from 
Making It Happen, 

knowing that those activities 
are already aligned to your 

lifeway, the tribal and/or state 
ELGs, or HSELOF, your 

assessment, and your school 
readiness goals.
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