
WWee’’rree   ggooiinng g   tto o  ddoo   aann   eexxeerrcicisese   ttoo   tthhiinnk k aabboouutt   hhooww   wwee   wwaanntt   ttoo   cocolllleectct   
information  about  children  and  how  they  change  over  time. 
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READ SLIDE  

            
       

[READ SLIDE]][ 

Take a few minutes to write or draw everything that you remember. 
Feel free to ask others what they remember. 
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NNooww, ,   lleett’’s s llooook k aatt   aa   $$2200   bbiillll..   CCoommppaarre e  yyoouurr   ddrraawwiinng g   ttoo   tthhe e  aactctuuaal l  bbiillll..   LLooook k aatt
the  color,  numbers,  pictures,  and  words.
  
Consider  the  kinds of  things you  did  not  remember  or  remembered
  
incorrectly.
 

  

            
              

 

[Note to presenter: The white lettering on the screen indicating that this is a 
“SPECIMEN” (i.e., not a real bill) is not part of the actual $20 bill.] 
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EEvveenn   tthhoouug ghh   wwee   hhaavvee   seseeenn   mmaanny y   $$220 0  bbiilllls, s,   iitt   iis s hhaarrd d  tto o  rreemmeemmbbeer r  eevveerry ytthhiinngg   
because  we  have  never  carefully  observed  the  bill.  
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FFoorr   mmoostst   ooff   uus, s,   oouur r  p paast st  oobbseserrvvaattiioonns s ooff   $$2200   bbiilllls s wweerre e  uunnffooccuusseedd.. WWiitthh   
unfocused  observations,  one  tends to  see  what  stands out  at  the  moment  or  
things that  are  most  obvious.  While  we  definitely  noticed  the  number  on  the  
bill—its most  obvious feature—we  were  less likely  to  notice  details like  colors 
or  symbols unless someone  drew  our  attention  to  them.  For  your  drawing,  
you  used  information  from  an  unfocused  observation.  This level  of  
observation  may  be  similar  to  noticing  whether  a  child  is cooperative  or  
exhibiting  challenging  behaviors.  

      
            

             
            

          
        

              
             

         

For focused observation, we focus on specific characteristics―in this case, 
things like the size, color, or placement of the number 20, which national 
building is on the back, and what words are found on the bill. When you 
compared your drawing to the actual $20 bill, you probably used focused 
observation. With focused observation, we actively pay attention to and 
document details; we look closely for specific information or evidence. This 
level of observation is similar to noting whether a child is able to sort all the 
blocks onto the correct place on a shelf. You are paying closer attention to 
something that might happen often, but does not stand out. 
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READ SLIDE  

         
          

         

[READ SLIDE]][ 

Having another set of eyes―like getting the views and observations of 
another member of the teaching team or the perspectives of parents―often 
helps you to fill in the outlines of a child’s behavior or abilities. 
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NNooww   tthhaatt   wwee   knknooww   wwhhaatt   tthhe e  nneeww   bbiillll   llooooks ks lliikeke, ,   lleett’’s s tthhiinnk k aabboouutt   hhooww   iit t  hhaas s 
changed  over  time. 

[READ  SLIDE] 
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BBeecacauusese   tthheerree   aarree   ststiilll sol  somme e  oollddeerr   bbiilllls s iinn   cicirrcucullaattiioonn,,   wwe e  cacann   cocommp paarree   tthhe e  oolldd   
and  the  new  by  putting  them  side  by  side.   

However,  we  can’t  have  two  versions of  a  child  present  at  the  same  time—for  
example,  the  child  as he  or  she  was in  the  fall  and  the  child  as he  or  she  is in  
the  spring.  So  we  have  challenges in  comparing  information  at  two  time  
points. 
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WWhhaatt   iiff   y yoouu   hhaadd   aa   clclaassrssroooom m  ffuullll   ooff   cucurrrreenncycy??   WWhhaat t  iiff   y yoouu   hhaadd   ttoo   cocolllleectct   
information  on  each  bill  that  so  you  could  figure  out  what  changes still  
needed  to  happen  to  make  it  more  secure?  What  if  you  then  wanted  to  report  
this information  to  other  people?  

           
              

   

         
     

This checklist outlines some of the information we might want to collect. It 
would be very difficult to fill out this checklist without having all of the bills in 
front of us. 

Teachers actually deal with this difficulty all of the time, because teachers 
have a classroom full of currency… 

9
 



CChhiillddrreenn   aarree   tthhee   cucurrrreenncy cy   iinn   y yoouurr   clclaassrssroooomms! s!

 [READ SLIDE] 
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[[NNoottee   ttoo   p prreesesenntteerr::   CCoonnsisiddeerr   ffiilllliinng g   tthhiis s slsliiddee   oouutt   wwiitthh   tthhe e  spspeeciciffiic c aag geennddaa   ffoorr  
your  training  session.   Alternatively,  just  verbally review  what  your  session  
will  address.] 
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