
Diamond’s DinerDiamond’s Diner 



Ms. Diamond planned to use the dramatic play 
area as a restaurant. She created menus and 
order books for her dramatic play area. Here is 
what the menu looked like: 



$

Milk $1 00

Ham $4.00 

Bacon $2.00 

Eggs $3.00 

Toast $1.00 

Milk $1.00 



So e c d e e c ass e so e ette so

On  she used a  and  in the dramatic 

came         

   
sometimes she asked them to help her spell (“ham,” 
for example), so she could write down their order. 

Here are three ways that Ms. Diamond might collect 
information: 

On Monday she used a pad and pen in the dramaticMonday pad pen 
play area to model for children how a server would 
act—greeting, handing out menus, and taking orders. 
She asked each child who to the “restaurant”She asked each child who came to the restaurant” 
what they would like to order. She asked children 
questions such as, “Oh, I did not know we had that. 
Where does it say toast on the menu?” 

Some children in her class knew some letters, sos, 



                           

or a

The first time she collected information, she pre-printedThe first time she collected information, she pre-printed 

Name Date 

mailing labels with the following information:mailing labels with the following information: 

Name Date 

While playing restaurant, 

Pointed to words: ham bacon egg toast milk 

Pointed to pictures: ham bacon egg toast milk 

She put the child’s name and date on the label and then 
circled added word children said At the end of thecircled or added a word children said. At the end of the 
day she put the label in the child’s folder. 



y

   

The next day she decided she wanted to try a checklist.The next day she decided she wanted to try a checklist. 

Restaurant Activity 

She created the following checklist:She created the following checklist: 

Number 
of words 
used to 

Complete 
sentences 
to order 

Pointed 
to word 

Pointed 
to picture 

Named 
letters 

used to 
order 

to order 

Angelo 4,3 y,n Ham, 
Milk 

m 
Milk 

Juan 0 #4 
Hillary 0,0,1 n Milk, Milk 
Raquel Eggs 
Bill 0,2 n Bacon 



t t t t

She entered children’s names as they came to the 
“restaurant” and noted what happened. 

After modeling for children how to use a complete 
sentence to order food, Ms. Diamond decided to 

ll i f  i  b h t  fcollect more information about what parts of 
sentences children said. However, she did not want to 
do a lot of writing, so she used large mailing labels 
and her computer to pre-print the labels that included 
the words she expected to hear children say: 



    PrePre printedprinted MailingMailing LabelsLabels  
Name 

Date 

Pre-printed Mailing LabelsPre-printed Mailing Labels 

While playing restaurant, said: 
I’d like to order some / a ________. 
I’d like to order some / a ________. 
I think I’ll have some / more _______. 
I think I’ll have some / more _______. 

She underlined the words that they said in each 
sentence and added the noun at the end. She only 
collected two of each child’s sentences. 



      

                

Reflecting on the DocumentationReflecting on the DocumentationReflecting on the DocumentationReflecting on the Documentation 

z What are the advantages of each of thesez What are the advantages of each of thesez What are the advantages of each of these
approaches?

z What are the advantages of each of these 
approaches? 



    Interpreting the ObservationInterpreting the ObservationInterpreting the ObservationInterpreting the Observation 

z Hypothesis Buildingz Hypothesis Building 

z Connecting to the Child Outcomes
Framework

z Connecting to the Child Outcomes
Framework 



  

  

Next StepsNext StepsNext StepsNext Steps 

z Large Group Instruction

z Individualized Instruction

z Large Group Instruction 

z Individualized Instructionz Individualized Instruction

z Planning for Assessment

z Individualized Instruction 

z Planning for Assessment 
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