
Key elements Examples

Makes sure the child is ready to interact

Pays attention to the child and responds to cues

Matches the voice, facial expressions, and mood to the 
child’s

Copies and then expands on what the child tries to say

Talks about what the child is interested in or is doing

Asks questions

Gives the child time to respond

Follows the child’s lead and watches for cues that the 
child is tiring

VIDEO REVIEW—INFANTS AND TODDLERS 
Directions: Watch the videos Who’s that Baby? and Brushing Teeth. Use this guide to identify examples 
of key elements adults can use to engage infants and toddlers in meaningful communication and 
conversation.

LEARNING ACTIVITY
ENGAGING CHILDREN IN 

CONVERSATIONS
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