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Objectives 

• Discuss the importance of learning about children’s interests. 
• Explore ways curricula provide guidance on the learning 

environment, learning experiences, and adult-child interactions. 
• Consider ways to implement a curriculum responsively by building on 

children’s interests. 



 Why Care About Children’s Interests? 



Relationships: The Heart of Responsiveness 



  Implementing a Curriculum Responsively 

What do I know 
about children’s  

interests? 

What does my  
program’s  

curriculum offer? 

How do I 
implement the  

curriculum 
responsively? 



  Observing and Learning About Children’s Interests 



   Learning About Children’s Interests: 
Personal Interests 



 Learning About Children’s Interests: 
Situational Interests 



 Curricula Offer Guidance On 

Learning  
environments 

Learning  
experiences 

Interactions 



Learning Environments 

 

  

 

   
 

  
 

     
  

  
  

  
  

 
  

 

 

 

Getting Started 

1. Daily Routines and Schedules
2. Setting Up Learning Centers

and Selecting Materials

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

Setting Up Learning Centers 
Dramatic Play 
• In the dramatic play area,

follow children’s interests
and reflect the community
where children live

• Set out a wide variety of
materials so children can
discover and explore
what’s most interesting to
them

• Extend or change dramatic
play materials to best
reflect children’s interests,
strengths, and needs

http://universdemaclasse.blogspot.com/2013/05/deux-mois-et-demi.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


 
      

          
           

  

          
       

         
      

 

 

 

Learning Experiences 
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Building a Tree House 
Skills and Concepts: counting with one-to-one correspondence, measurement, cause and effect, persistence 
and sustained attention 

Materials:  Wooden  unit  blocks,  rulers, ”Build  a  Tree House” poster 

• Post and review the directions on the “Build a Tree House” poster. Place several
wooden unit blocks in the center of the table. Ask the children ”Do you remember
when we read Squirrel Builds a Tree House?”

• Have  children share  what  they remember  about  the  book  and the steps  for  building
the  tree  house.   Tell  the  children that today they will work in pairs to  build a  tree 
house Thi sus Phoitong uniby Unknown t A utblhoro is lckicenssed . under Sho CC BwY-N tD he  poster  and review  the  steps  with them.  

• As they build together, narrate their actions, encourage them to count aloud, and ask
open-ended questions about their process (e.g., What do you think will happen if
you…?”).  Encourage children to measure their tree houses to check if they are the
same or different than the tree house on the poster.



  Activity: Teacher Sara Builds on Toddlers’ Personal 
Interests 

How do I implement my  
program’s curriculum 

responsively? 



   Activity: Teacher Jessica Follows Children’s 
Situational Interests 

How do I implement my  
program’s curriculum 

responsively? 



  

Review 

What do  I  know about children’s  
interests? 

What  does  my  program’s curriculum  
offer? 

How do I implement the curriculum 
responsively? 


	Slide Number 1
	Connections to the ELOF
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Objectives
	Why Care About Children’s Interests?
	Relationships: The Heart of Responsiveness
	Implementing a Curriculum Responsively
	Observing and Learning About Children’s Interests
	Learning About Children’s Interests:  �Personal Interests
	Learning About Children’s Interests:�Situational Interests
	Curricula Offer Guidance On
	Learning Environments
	Learning Experiences
	Activity: Teacher Sara Builds on Toddlers’ Personal Interests
	Activity: Teacher Jessica Follows Children’s Situational Interests
	Review




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		3b. ES Interests slides_Final.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		RGI







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



