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LEARNING ACTIVITY: FORM AND FUNCTION
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These pictures show Michael and his mother, Juliana,during a home visit. As you look at the pictures, guess what 
Michael might be saying through his behavior, keeping form and function in mind. Write your responses below.
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LEARNING ACTIVITY FOR HOME VISITORS

BEHAVIOR HAS MEANING
15-Minute

In-Service Suites
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THE WHOLE STORY

At the last home visit, Juliana and Mariana decided to work on eye-hand coordination. Juliana said Michael has a 
new toy he just got for his birthday that they can use. During the next visit, Juliana helps Michael put the pieces 
together while Mariana watches. Michael is excited to try this at first, but soon finds it a little tricky to get the 
pieces to fit together. He drops the pieces and covers his ears as Mariana encourages Juliana to help him try again. 
Michael drops to the f loor in a heap and Juliana picks him up and comforts him.  
Does this information change any of your speech bubbles? What was the form and possible function of Michael’s 
behavior? Write your thoughts below.
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