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Panelist photos and bios are included in the appendix. 
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A larger version of this chart is available in the appendix. 

A larger version of this chart is available in the appendix. 
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Panelist Photos and Bios 

Sharon Yandian 

Sharon Yandian, M.Ed., is the Early Language Specialist for the Office of Head Start. Previously, she was 
Director of the Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Technical Assistance Center at the Academy for 
Educational Development (AED). She also has worked as Program Specialist at the then Head Start Bureau, 
where she monitored, funded, and provided technical assistance to Migrant Head Start programs nationwide. 
In addition, she worked as both a health educator and preschool teacher in the Peace Corps. Ms. Yandian 
holds a M.Ed. in Curriculum and Instruction with a particular focus on multicultural bilingual education. 

Graciela Italiano-Thomas 

Graciela Italiano-Thomas, Ed.D. is a national and international expert in education and early learning. She is 
Founder and CEO of Graciela Italiano Consulting based in Washington DC.  Dr. Italiano-Thomas was 
president and CEO of Thrive by Five Washington.  Before joining Thrive by Five, she served as CEO of Los 
Angeles Universal Preschool.  Prior to that, she was CEO of Centro de la Familia de Utah, a non-profit 
organization based in Salt Lake City that works to strengthen the Hispanic family by promoting self-
sufficiency. She also served as a senior consultant to the Office of Head Start on issues relating to English 
language learners within the Head Start system. Dr. Italiano-Thomas holds a doctorate in education and 
institutional management from Pepperdine University and a Master of Sciences degree in education from 
Southern Illinois University. She received undergraduate degrees from Albion College in Michigan and the 
Instituto A. Vazquez Acevedo in Montevideo, Uruguay. 
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Carola Matera 

Carola Matera earned her Ph.D. in education from the University of California in 2008. She coauthored, with 
Dr. Michael Gerber, a research article based on a literacy intervention study with dual language learners in 
Head Start. She currently works with the Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Technical Assistance Center 
where she provides on-going technical support to grantees. Dr. Matera specializes in culturally and 
linguistically responsive early childhood education as well as program policies and instructional practices 
related to young dual language learners and their families. 

José C. Paz 

José C. Paz received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Spanish with a concentration in Public Service from 
California State University Dominguez Hills and has completed graduate level courses in Early Childhood 
Education. He holds a Bilingual Multiple Subject Teaching Credential in both California and Colorado and 
has taught preschool through third grade in both states. Mr. Paz is currently a Regional Coordinator for the 
National Head Start Family Literacy Center and resides in Aurora, Colorado. He passionately shares his 
knowledge and applied experience about early childhood education. 
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Ruth Shagoury 

Ruth Shagoury, Ph.D., can’t imagine anything more fascinating than exploring the minds of children and 
adolescents as they grow as writers, readers, and language users. Though she teaches new and veteran 
teachers at Lewis & Clark College in Portland, Oregon, her passion for working with children keeps her 
connected to classrooms, collaborating with teachers who serve largely immigrant populations as they 
investigate student-based approaches to literacy. Dr. Shagoury has published numerous books and articles 
about this work, most recently Raising Writers:  Understanding and Nurturing Young Children’s Writing 
Development (2009 Allyn & Bacon). 

Eileen Torres 

Eileen M. Torres is the Senior Director for Agri-Business Child Development, a state wide non-profit 
providing comprehensive Migrant and Seasonal Head Start, Head Start, and Early Head Start services to 
children and families at various locations throughout New York State. Ms. Torres has been a Head Start 
practitioner for twenty five years and has a Masters Degree in Bilingual/Multicultural Education.   

32  



 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

   

 

Continuum for Spoken and Written Language Development Charts 

Typical Oral Development 

The Babbling Period   

 Produces 

vocalizations that 

sound like 

language  

 Practices sounds 

and intonations 

reflective of the 

language of the 

adults in the 

environment 

Pointing and One-word  

Categorizing  

 

  Begins to use 

communication  

devices(vocalizes and 

points) 

  Attributes meaning to 

words or concepts 

 Produces single words 

to represent a word or 

concept 

First Words and 

Growing Vocabulary  

 Uses social 

words and 

naming words 

  Able to form 

categories and  

use fast-mapping 

Simple Sentences  

  Power of 2-word  

utterances to 

represent complex 

thought 

 Telegraphic speech 

  Relies on context to 

communicate 

 Understands and 

uses syntax  

Grammatical Capability  

 Understands 

sentence structure  

  Using language to  

accomplish goals 

 Social  conventions 

 Playfulness in 

language 

Typical Written Development 

Scribble Writing  

  Produces marks on 

a page that look  

like written 

language  

 Practices the 

markings that 

reflect the written 

language of the 

culture  

Beginning Representation  

 

  Uses the page as a 

communication device  

  Produces first symbols 

on paper to represent 

meaning  

Sound-Symbol  

Relationship  

 Creates words on

the page using  

letters to 

represent sounds  

 

  Uses different 

social forms of 

writing  

Beginning Narrative  

 Understands and 

uses sequence 

 Represents complex

thought on the page 

 

  Relies on context to 

communicate 

Using Writing to Get 

Things Done  

 Uses writing 

conventions 

 Uses genre 

conventions 

 Playfulness in

writing 

 

 Uses writing to  

accomplish social 

and academic 

goals  
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